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contrary to ae that it is is" con- 
tingent; that is, that it may be, > or is 
poſſible; therefore neceſſary Exiſtence 
muf de lle eb ing Contin- 
By TOSS & 400. 4 1938M _ 
But heceſfary Exif Sac, as the Cguſe 
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neceſſarily, for chen contingent Ex- 
iſtence could not hut be 
ſelf vould be neceſſary, by Definition 
to Suppoſttion, 


Wo 


Exiſtence: docs act as 


2 it , 
acts eely 


may not be, as well as it may be. 5 
Hege it muſt follow, that neceſ 
the Cauſe 


3 F 


contingent Exiſtence, pee N it 
— not be: but! it t does 1 not 9 a 
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, diviſible, an, moveabte by 
* pay ein 
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e that is, it 


2 


— 
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i Rate Laws. The Propoſ tion 


may be therefore, einern thus 


Wet 


"i. Body is given, ud to the 
tal mechanical Laws of Motion, that 
Body fo ſubject to thoſe mechanical 


Laws, muſt be a cont ing ent, and can 
not be a neceſſary Being. 


. concern not my ſelf here, whether 85 


it has been proved, or whether it is in 
Fact, an eſſential Property of Matter, 


that it is ſubject to the mechanical Laws 
of Motion: it is ſufficient to my Argu- 
ment, to prove it of Matter according 


to the Definition I give of it, for that 


will prove it of all Matter to which 


that Definition will agree. 


Now there is one Property neceſſary 
or eſſential to Matter, or all Bodicg 
ſubject to the mechanical Laws of Mo- 
tion, which is not improperly call'd by 
Mathematicians, Materiæ Inertia, or 


the Vis Inertiæ, which we may call 


the Inactivity of Matter. By i it is meant 
. 


% 
{ 1 , 6 
wv ö by ” 
c WN * 


( 26 ) | 
that there i is in all Bodies à Reſiſtance ta 
every other Body, that would change 


the State in which they are, either of 


Reſt or Motion; and that this is ever in I 


proportion to the Quantities of Matters 
ſuch Bodies contain: ſo that Bodies at 


Reſt, would continue in Reſt, till put 
in Motion by ſome other Bodies, with 
a Force ſuperior to the Reſiſtance of 
the Body at Reſt; and Bodies in Motion 
would continue their Motion, until 
. ftoppd. by a Force ſuperior to theit Re- 
fitance. This Impulſe, Force, or Ag- 
tion, communicated to, and exerciſed 
upon every. Body, in order to change 
its preſent State, either of Reſt or Mo- 
tion, is properly called by Mathemati- 
cians, a Vis aner le, or a Force com- 
mynicated. eb 
Nov if a Body is given, of which ſuch 
Vis Inertiæ, or Inactivity, is an eſſen- 
tial Property, as it muſt be of all Bodies 
ſubject to the Laws of Motion; this 
wk bea * Being: tor it dee 
pends 


(27) 


pends upon ſore other Bein is, for all 


| Motion, Action, and power of Action 


whatſ6ever ; neithet of which it has of 
it ſelf, but each muſt be communicated 
by a Vis Impreſſa, ot be receiv d from 
the active Power of another. | 
| Therefore it muſt be contingent, and 
cannot be neceſſary, as Things contin- 
gent depend upon neceſſary Being: for 
theit Being, and all Qualities, and PoW- 
ers ariſing from it, by Corollaty of Pro- 
poſition the third * z and neceſſary Ex- 
iſtence can no ways depend 98 con- 
tingent Exiſtence. 
Beſides, on Suppoſition thefe is ſuch 
a Being, as is ſubject to the mechanical 
Laws of Motion, it cannot be a neceffa- 
ry Being. | 5 
For, as there is a Vis ni or In- 
activity in ſuch a Being, that it muſt 


* Cor. Prop; 4. Conein ent Exiſtence 4 
pends upon neceſſary Exittence, for its Being, 
and all Qualities, and Powers ariſing from it; 
and Vice verſa, neceſſary Exiſtence cannot de- 
pend on contingent Exiſtence for any _ 


15 28 5 „ 
5 reſt, until it ſhall be moved by another; 
and when moved, cannot reſt, until it 
ſhall be ſtop d by another; and moves 
juſt with the Ceicrity or Swiftneſs com- 
municated to it, by the Force or active 
Power of another; ſuch Being is not 
properly an Agent, leaſt of all a free 
Agent ; it only obeys the Power of 
another, and is moved by it, . without 
any Choice of its own: therefore it. 
cannot be that one neceſſary exiſtent, 


Being, Which is a free Agent, by Pro- 
poſition the tenth x. 


Therefore cannot be a neceſſary Be- 
ing, as there is but one neceſlary Being, 
by Propoſition the ſixth f. 


Therefore muſt be a contingent Being, 
as all poſi ible Exiſtence is either necefſs 
ny 


* Prop. 10. The one neceſſarily exiſtent Be- 
ing is a free Agent. 


Pro 15 5. There can be but ons weed 
exiſtent Being. 


85 if 29 * 
77 or een; by Propoſi tion the ſe- 
cond *, en was to be W 


schollux. 


This is a Demonſtration as to all 
ſuch Matter, in whole and in part, of 
which ſuch Vis Inertiæ is a neceſſary 
or eſſential property. That is, in 
Fact, and Experience, it is a Demon- 
ſtration as to all Parts of Matter 
known to us, all which are uniform- 
- ly ſubject to the mechanical Laws of 
Motion, which is as demonſtrable as 
the Powers of a Balance, or a Wheel. 
And this ſcems a good Reaſon, 
why we ſhould account it an eſſen- 
tial Property of all Matter whatſoever, 
in Whole, and in Part, according to 
Sir Iſaac Newton's Principles, (Reg. 
3.) which is this, That the Qualities of 
Bodies which. cannot be increas'd or 


1 diminiſh d, „and which belong to all 


Bodies, N 


* Prop. 2. All poſſible Bxiſtence is cither 
neceflary or contingent, ; 


1 E- -- 
Bodies, on Which we can make Expe- 
riments, are to be taken for the Qua- 
lities of all Bodies; which is the ſame 
Thing with an eſſential en of 
Body or Matter. 


PROPOSITION xi. 
Creation is poſſible. 7 


For contingent Exiſtence is poſſible, 
by Propoſition the ninth *, 5 
All contingent Exiftence muſt de- 
pend upon neceſſary Exiſtence, by 
| er of W the third F. 
Other 


. Prop. 9. Comlngene Baifſence is poſſi- 


- 4 Cor. Prop. 3. Contingent Exiftence de- 
ds 8 Exiſtence for its Be- 


Fs and all Qualities and Fowers ”— 225 


it. 


1 
. it would be an Effect 
without à Cayſe, contrary t to Axiom 
firſt 7. 

Therefore contingent Euiftence muſt 
receive its Being from neceſſary Ex- 
iſtence; that is, it muſt be created 
by ir. But contingent Exiſtence is 
poſſible, therefore Creation is poſ- 

ſible; which was to be proved. 


COROLLARY. 


On Suppoſition of the actual Ex- 
iſtence of Matter, Creation is actual. 
For Matter is a contingent Being, by 
Propoſition eleventh +. 
Contingent Being myſt receive its 
Exiſtence Fram acc Being, by 


| : Corol- 
Axiom 1. al B ak have' a 


Cauſe. 
| I Prop. 11. Matter is not a necetlary but 


EE contingent Being. 
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